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This thesis is only a small part of wat my PhD entailed. Life in the lab is much more 
and it is only made possible by the people in it. I would like to take the 
opportunity to thank the people who in some way or another contributed to my 
PhD.   
I would like to thank professors Erik Heeres, Ton Broekhuis and Francesco 
Picchioni, my three wise men who were able to see past the arrogant kid and 
decided to give him a chance. Erik, unfortunately your contribution to the 
research proposal did not receive as much exposure in the final thesis, but rest 
assured, this is not due to a lack of effort or attention. Ton, my unofficial 
compromotor of sorts who came up with the elegantly simple idea of adding 
phenol to the reaction. I am honored that you would like to don the robe and 
wield the gavel one more time to be rector at my defense. (I do expect you to 
figure out the cover!). And last but not least, Mister Doctor Professor Picchioni… 
Francesco, I have called you many things over the years: “Boss”, “Old man” or 
“Crazy Italian” are just a few examples. After all this time, there is only one thing 
left or me to call you: my friend. Thank you for allowing me to be a part of your 
group. Grazie mille, mille grazie!   
I would like to thank the assessment committee: Professors Katja Loos, Stefaan de 
Wildeman and Giancarlo Galli. Thank you for taking the time to read my thesis 
and provide feedback. Your comments have been very helpful and are much 
appreciated. Furthermore I would like to thank the members of my reading 
committee: dr. Ir. Rudy Parton, dr. Paolo Pescarmona, Professor Andrea Pucci and 
professor Giuliana Gorrasi. I look forward to being able to thank you in person.   
This work has been financially supported by the biobased performance materials 
group and I am very grateful for that, however I am even more grateful for the 
support and input given by the project partners: Peter tollington and Henri Benats 
(cargill), who went through a lot of trouble in order to secure me a sample of oil 
from the USA, Richard Brinkhuis (Nuplex) who gave many insightful advices, Rolf 
Blaauw, Jacco van Haveren, Willem Vogelzang, Christiaan Bolck (WUR), the team 
in Wageningen working on the direct replacement route and running the BPM 
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project office. Willem Bottger and Redmar Molenkamp (NPSP) for providing the 
natural fibers, and teaching me an easy trick to check for delamination. Harry 
Raaijmakers, Alex Benschop and Adeline Ranoux, thank you for your insightful 
comments and active participation, and for having us over a couple of times (and 
teaching me all about the finer side of good beers!).  
I will continue with the people most closely related to the research: “my” 
masterstudents. Lucas Mevius, the man who always had a nice car available… 
Pretty handy! Thank you for the great cooperation we had, I can honestly say I 
learned about as much from you as vice versa. You were one of the few who I 
actually had to stop digging for more answers. Arjen Kamphuis, despite or 
because of the example I set, you chose to also pursue a PhD. You’ll get there, I 
have no doubts on that. (Even though it takes you ages to vent that reactor). It 
was a great moment when you showed me the overlapping DMTA graph proving 
full reworkability. Merce Molla, despite all your efforts and dedication, the 
catalyst synthesis did not go as planned, I am really sorry we could not get 
publishable results because your work has been excellent! Eduardo Gandini, the 
man with the famous last name and my personal squire ;). Though sometimes 
challenging it was always fun having your Brazillian attitude around (and famous 
drinks)! Casper & Ingrid, I cannot mention one without the other and even though 
I have only been involved indirectly in your master research project, it has helped 
me greatly during the postdoc afterwards. Giovanni Fortunato, with your 
sandwich project you had a hard time managing the input of three different PhD’s 
who all had different ways of doing things. But you managed excellently and 
ended up with some great results, thank you! Even though not part of my PhD, I 
still want to thank Matthijs and Jorrit, the master students helping me during my 
postdoc. And finally Karin, while we only met briefly and you didn’t really need my 
help that much, I enjoyed working with you on your very interesting topic. (Also 
you make some pretty good bread!).   
From the department, starting with the soon-to-be-professors in arbitrary order: 
Peter(mr Amsterdam :P), Jun (you work too much! join us for lunch!), Patrizio (the 
latest addition to the group in some ways, part of the Italian familia in others) and 
Paolo (a great verbal sparring partner for anything and everything). Thank you for 
contributing to such a pleasant working environment!  
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The technical department: Marcel, Anne en Erwin (ik heb het stuk gemaakt, en 
kunnen jullie dit gisteren voor me gemaakt hebben?!). Hartelijk dank voor alle 
hulp, niet alleen op technisch gebied, maar ook dat jullie me tolereerden wanneer 
ik weer eens wat afleiding nodig had, of simpelweg de bemoeial uithing. En soms 
gewoon voor een bakkie koffie!  
Marya, niet alleen voor secretariële hulp, maar ook voor (onder andere) het 
beschikbaar stellen van een houten puzzelslang om weer in elkaar te zetten 
tijdens de tragere dagen.  
En niet te vergeten, jullie vier, bedankt voor alle geweldige “lab little onions”! 
The analysis department: Leon and Jan-Henk but also Albert Wortman and Gert 
Alberda van Ekenstein from the polymer chemistry department who deserves a 
special mention. Thank you for all the assistance, guidance and jokes!  
My office mates: Angela, Erna, Laura, Zheng (my personal barista as well as 
paranymph), Eric (agent 00-friesland), Tim, Idoia (The true Hero of Martijn, hang 
in there!). Where would I have been without these people to distract… Thank you 
for the great working environment!     
The great thing of a PhD is meeting many interesting people. The awful thing is 
having to remember them all in your acknowledgements, as it is the part of the 
thesis which is read most critically. Let’s see:  
Cynthia, Pablo (#selfie!), Inge, Valeria, Ana, Maria, Diego, Arjan, Ionella, Prima, 
Henk, Suzanti, Monique, Frita, Yifei, Esteban, Rodrigo, Patrick, Yasser (watch that 
reactor!), Claudio, Henky (thanks for letting my borrow watever i needed!), 
Bahwan, Douwe Sjirk, Jan-Willem (I still have the shirt!), Frank (bij deze wil ik je 
expliciet niet bedanken voor je smaak in muziek), Agnes, Big Wang, Little Wang, 
Arne, Ria, Susanti, Inouk, Zhenchen, Li, Fatameh, Mark (for giving an insiders 
opinion on the craziness in the USA) …And all the people I may have overlooked. I 
apologize for not naming you in person, but I would like to thank you all for 





Special mention for my paranymphs: Zheng and Laurens:  
Thank you for accompanying me on this festive day. Zheng, your peppy mood 
never failed to bring a smile to my face. And you were always willing to share: 
fruit, advice, or souvenirs. Laurens, always around for a cup of coffee, or a game 
of hearthstone (ahem “science and work! Always science!”). Always with a 
problem ready to solve, or an experiment or outcome about which to spar. Thank 
you for putting some adventure into my PhD!   
Ook buiten het lab zijn er mensen die onmisbaar zijn geweest in de 
totstandkoming van dit boekje. Om te beginnen Anne, Enne, Siebe, Lieke en tot 
recentelijk Johan. Dank jullie wel voor de wekelijkse afleiding. Het is erg gezond je 
te kunnen storten op iets anders dan werk. De dinsdagavond was en is nog steeds 
een avond waar ik naar uitkijk.  
Ook wil ik graag mijn familie bedanken en in het bijzonder mijn vader en moeder: 
Dank jullie wel voor alle steun en het feit dat jullie altijd in me geloofden, me altijd 
hebben gestimuleerd in mijn nieuwsgierigheid (en net deden of je luisterde naar 
mijn verhalen achterop de fiets). Immers: “kippen leggen eieren met Ei erin, 
vogels leggen eieren met vogels erin”. Daan en Marja, mijn tweede ouders, 
ondanks dat ik heb geprobeerd de assen van de auto te breken met tassen vol 
boeken op vakantie stonden jullie altijd voor me klaar. Dank jullie wel.  
Tot slot: Marjolein, mijn rots, je hebt me altijd in alles ondersteund op elke 
mogelijke manier. Soms praktisch ten koste van jezelf. Dit boek draag ik aan jou 
op, want zonder jou was het nooit mogelijk geweest. Ik kan je onmogelijk genoeg 
bedanken. En Thomas, mijn kleine man. Ik zal altijd trots op je zijn, (let maar niet 
op stelling 3.)   
 
 
  
